
 
DAY 1 

Read Revelation 1:1-8 

Apocalyptic literature like the book of Revelation was typically written in times of 
oppression. It sees a cosmic battle between Good and Evil behind the struggles of 
everyday life and looks to God as the only hope for deliverance. It tends to be rich in 
symbolic imagery.  

Fast Facts: 
• The number seven in biblical literature is often a symbol of totality or 

perfection. 
• Clouds are a symbol of divine presence. In the book of Exodus, God leads the 

Israelites out of Egypt in a column of cloud. 

Reflect: 
• What does this opening to the letter tell us about who Jesus is? What does it 

suggest about who we are meant to be? 

DAY 2 

Read Revelation 1:9-20 

The vision of Jesus in Revelation 1 draws on imagery from Daniel 7:9-14. In Daniel, the 
Ancient of Days (God) and the son of man (a human person) are two different figures. 
However, in Revelation the two figures become one and their attributes merge in 
Jesus. 

Fast Facts: 
• Patmos is a penal settlement where people are exiled by the Roman state. 
• The lampstands symbolize the church. 
• The clothing Jesus is wearing is the garb of the high priest. 
• In biblical literature, the right hand is associated with strength and action. 
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Pray: 
• Identify where you are currently experiencing fear or uncertainty. Name those 

areas to God. Then imagine Jesus standing before you, speaking the words of 
Rev. 1:17-18 directly to you. 

DAY 3 

Read Revelation 2:1-11 

Chapters 2-3 contain short letters written to seven churches. These churches are 
under social and economic pressure to compromise their Christian convictions and 
blend in better with the culture. John is writing to help them remain faithful.  He 
does this by showing them how even seemingly small choices align them with a side in 
the larger battle of Good versus Evil. 

Fast Facts: 
• No one really knows who the Nicolaitans are. 
• Smyrna was a rich city, but Christians didn’t share in the prosperity, perhaps 

because they refused to participate in the worship of the emperor and the 
economy tied to it. 

• Sexual immorality is often used by the biblical prophets and by Revelation in 
particular as a metaphor for spiritual unfaithfulness (i.e. “cheating on God”). 

Reflect:  
• Where have you let go of earlier love, and what might you do to begin to renew 

it? 

DAY 4 

Read Revelation 2:12-29 

Fast Facts: 
• “Satan’s throne” might refer to Pergamum’s role as a major regional center of 

emperor-worship. 
• White is a color that symbolizes victory. White stones were sometimes used by 

ancient juries to declare people innocent in trial.  
• “Jezebel” appears to be a member of the Christian community in Thyatira who 

is encouraging people to accommodate more to the culture in order to avoid 
persecution. 

Reflect: 
• To what extent can we accommodate our culture and still be faithful to Christ? 

Where might you personally have become too accommodating? 



DAY 5 

Read Revelation 3:1-13 

Fast Facts: 
• Romans wore white togas to celebrate victories. 
• Pillars symbolize strength. In an area of the world where earthquakes often 

toppled temple pillars, the idea of pillars standing permanent and unmoved 
would have been striking. 
  

Reflect: 
• Where has your reputation outpaced the actual truth about your life? 

DAY 6 

Read Revelation 3:14-22 

Fast Facts: 
• Laodicea was closely associated with popular hot and cold springs nearby. The 

water within the city itself, however, was tepid and almost undrinkable. 
• After a severe earthquake in 60 AD, Laodicea declined the Roman empire’s help 

in rebuilding because they wanted to prove how self-sufficient they were. 

Reflect: 
• Are you self-sufficient or Christ-reliant as you go about your daily life? What 

demonstrates this? 

DAY 7 

Read Revelation 4:1-11 

The visions of chapters 4 and 4 are the center of gravity of the book of Revelation. 
Chapter 4 reveals God as creator and chapter 5 reveals God as redeemer. 

Fast Facts: 
• The heavenly throne room in Revelation is a deliberate challenge to the throne 

room of the emperor. 
• The 24 elders might stand for the 12 tribes of Israel plus the 12 apostles. They 

are probably meant to represent all of God’s people. 
• “Living creatures” are seraphim, traditionally understood as the highest order 

of angels.   
• The rainbow is a symbol of mercy. Water symbolizes purity.  

Pray: 



• Spend a few minutes removing yourself from the center of the world and simply 
focusing your vision on God, worshipping God as the center of everything.  

DAY 8 

Read Revelation 5:1-14 

Revelation 5 redefines power as achieved through self-sacrifice. All the descriptions of 
wrath and judgment that come later in the book are intended to be read through the 
lens of the Lamb who was slain and what his death reveals about the character of 
God. 

Fast Facts: 
• Horns are a symbol of power and eyes symbolize wisdom. 
• In the description of Revelation 5, Jesus is the true Passover lamb (see Exodus 

12).  
• The scroll appears to contain the world’s story and a description of God’s plans 

for it. 

Reflect: 
• How are you being shaped by the example of the Lamb that was slain? How are 

you currently taking up your cross daily and following him? 

DAY 9 

Read Revelation 6:1-17 

The central section of Revelation contains a series of visions of seals and trumpets 
and bowls, all of which offer depictions of disaster striking earth. These events 
shouldn’t be understood as creating a sequence or chronology. Rather, they offer a 
variety of different pictures of the same central event of divine judgment.  

Fast Facts: 
• The wheat prices described are about 20x normal cost. Barley was considered 

less desirable. Olive oil and wine were luxuries. John is describing a time when 
the poor go hungry while the rich have plenty. 

• In ancient Israel, the blood of sacrificial bulls was poured at the base of the 
altar. This is where the Christian martyrs now stands. This is John’s way of 
suggesting that their death was not meaningless but has been received by God 
as a sacred offering. 

Pray: 
• Practice lament as the martyrs do in 6:10. Tell God where you long to see a 

wrong righted, in your own life or in the wider world. 



DAY 10 

Read Revelation 7:1-8 

This chapter provides a break between judgment scenes to remind people God is in 
control and will never abandon those who are faithful. The first part of the chapter 
reassures people that the church will survive, even in the midst of many things that 
seem to threaten it. 

Fast Facts: 
• Seals in Revelation are probably primarily meant as symbols of protection. 

God’s people will not be saved from suffering but they will be protected 
spiritually through it. 

• The number 144,000 comes from squaring 12 (the number of tribes of Israel) 
and then multiplying that by 1000. It seems to represent the church currently 
alive on earth. 

Pray: 
• Pray for the church to remain faithful and hopefully in the midst of turbulent 

times. 

DAY 11 

Read Revelation 7:9-17 

Beginning in verse 9, John sees the whole church at the end of time, now beyond the 
turmoil and experiencing the fullness of God’s salvation. In some ways it’s a preview 
of the end of the book. 

Fast Facts: 
• In other apocalyptic books outside the Bible, the number of people saved is 

usually very small. In Revelation, however the number is large—too large to 
even number. 

Pray: 
• Pray for people you know who are currently in a time of weeping. 

DAY 12 

Read Revelation 8:1-13 

Judgment is the world-righting power of God. Chapters 8-9 picture judgment using 
images of the plagues from Exodus—hail, sea to blood, darkness, locust. John is 
suggesting that Christians are beginning to settle into a new kind of Egyptian empire 



(Rome), and he wants to warn them to “come out” and be different or fall under 
God’s judgment like Egypt once did. 

Fast Facts: 
• Trumpets 1-4 focus on ecological disasters. Creation is coming undone. 
• The trumpets are not different events from the six seals but different ways of 

imagining the same judgment of God. 
• Silence falls in heaven so God can hear the prayers of God’s suffering people. 

These might be prayers of people struggling to be faithful or prayers for God’s 
kingdom to come and for the world to finally be as God designed it. 

Reflect/Pray: 
• How have you contributed to the deterioration of creation? Offer prayers of 

confession. 

DAY 13 

Read Revelation 9:1-11 

Fast Facts: 
• Trumpets 5-6 focus on disasters related to humans and their actions. 
• That the locusts have human faces is probably meant to indicate that the 

greatest threat to creation is humans themselves. 
• The average lifespan of a locust is five months. 

Pray: 
• Pray for global victims of war. 

DAY 14 

Read Revelation 9:12-21 

The judgment scenes remind us that evil has no place in the new world God is 
creating. They are meant to encourage God’s people to stay far away from the things 
that are destined for judgment and destruction. 

Fast Facts : 
• The Romans were afraid of the Parthians to the east. This is probably why the 

Euphrates is mentioned—it was effectively the eastern edge of the empire. 

Reflect:  
• What current behaviors or habits might you need to turn away from that 

doesn’t reflect the righteous, just reign of God? 

DAY 15 



Read Revelation 10:1-11 

Chapters 10-11 provide another break between scenes of judgment. They are meant 
to be read together. In chapter 10, John’s call as a prophet is reaffirmed. In chapter 
11 that call to be a witness to God is extended to the whole church.  

Fast Facts: 
• The angel has one foot on land and sea because in ch. 13 a beast will come 

from each. This agent of God has power over both. The aim of Rev. is not to 
frighten but to comfort and so we are given the reassurance even before the 
threat. 

• The scroll is probably bittersweet because it contains both grace and 
judgment. 

Reflect: 
• How do grace and judgment relate to each other? How can they exist together? 

DAY 16 

Read Revelation 11:1-14 

Fast Facts: 
• Measuring is a symbol of protection. The inner court of the temple is measured 

but not the outer courtyards because the inner chambers represent the church, 
God’s people.  

• The figures describe sound like Moses and Elijah and probably symbolize the 
church’s mission, its task of witnessing faithfully to the world about God. 

• Because 7 symbolizes completeness, 3.5 is sometimes used to symbolize 
incompleteness—in this case, a limited period of suffering for faithfulness. 

Reflect: 
• What does it mean for you to bear witness to God wherever you are? 

DAY 17 

Read Revelation 11:15-19 

This section describes what the church is supposed to witness to—the coming reign of 
God. 

Fast Facts: 



• While the first six trumpets describe the situation on earth, where destruction 
is happening, the seventh shows the scene in heaven. 

• This is a kind of coronation scene where the king takes the throne. God is 
taking up God’s reign, not just in heaven but now also on earth. 

Pray: 
• Pray for God’s kingdom to come, on earth as in heaven. 

DAY 18 

Read Revelation 12:1-6 

Chapter 12 zooms out from the judgment scenes to give the big picture of the cosmic 
struggle between good and evil that has been occurring all along behind the scenes of 
history. It is meant to put events on earth in context of the larger story. 

Fast Facts: 
• Dragons were a common symbol of evil in the ancient world.  
• The dragon’s seven heads and ten horns, which are symbols of power, show that 

evil needs to be taken seriously.  
• The image of the woman in labor suggests that the church’s suffering is tied to 

birth and new life emerging, not to death. 

Pray: 
• Pray that God would bind the power of evil and break it’s hold in your life and 

the world. 

DAY 19 

Read Revelation 12:7-17 

The purpose of telling this larger story is to make it clear that the defeat of evil is 
guaranteed because of what Jesus did on the cross. 

Fast Facts: 
• Michael is understood to be the commander of God’s angels. Jesus won the war 

against Satan on the cross and Michael is sent out to claim the field in his 
name. 

• The woman stands for several things at once—the people of Israel from whom 
Jesus came, Mary who gave birth to Jesus, and ultimately the church who gives 
birth to people faithful to God. 

Reflect: 
• What does this chapter tell us about our relationship to evil as Jesus’ brothers 

and sisters? 



DAY 20 

Read Revelation 12:18-13:10 

Fast Facts 
• The first beast represents the Roman empire as well as empires more broadly. 

John suggests that the dragon (Satan) is the true source of the Empire’s power. 
• The beast has Christ-like features (ex. it looks like it’s been slain) because is a 

parody of Christ, making claims of power and authority to achieve things that 
only Christ can do. 

Reflect: 
• What kinds of claims does the state/government make that only Jesus can truly 

fulfill? 

DAY 21 

Read Revelation 13:11- 18 

Fast Facts:  
• The second beast appears to function like a false prophet whose job it is to get 

everyone to worship the beast. Some think it symbolizes the ways religion 
collaborates with political power. 

• The mark of the beast is a parody of the mark in Rev. 7:1-8 that was placed on 
the people of God. It probably refers to the imperial mark placed on coins and 
documents. One way or another, John suggest, where you give your allegiance 
marks you. 

• In the practice of gematria, words could be encoded as numbers by adding 
together the letters. The number 666 may be a way of encoding the emperor 
Nero’s name or the emperor Domitian’s titles, which both add up to 666.  

Reflect: 

• How are your daily choices marking you as someone set aside for Jesus or as 
someone who belongs to the culture/empire? 

DAY 22 

Read Revelation 14:1-5 

In chapter 14 there are three visions (starting in verses 1, 6, and 14). At the end of 
chapter 13 the people of faith were being put to death, but chapter 14 reverses the 
judgment and shows them ultimately triumphing. The suffering of the present is put 
in the perspective of the end.  



Fast Facts 
• Virginity in this chapter is used as a metaphor for turning away from idolatry 

and for rejecting an impure/corrupting relationship with the Roman culture. 

Reflect: 
• How are you doing on what John describes as the key markers of the people of 

faith—purity, honesty, and following the Lamb wherever he goes? 

DAY 23 

Read Revelation 14:6-20 

Fast Facts 
• The metaphor of intoxication is used to describe the way people are becoming 

“drunk” on the power and luxuries afforded by the Roman empire they were 
part of. 

• The judgment of the second vision (vs. 6-13) is directed not toward people 
outside the Christian faith but toward Christians who are being seduced by 
Rome into choosing a way of life that was farther and farther way from Jesus. 

Reflect: 

• Where might you need to practice the chief virtue of Revelation, endurance? 

DAY 24 

Read Revelation 15:1-4 

Fast Facts 
• The people standing beside the sea draws on the imagery of Exodus 15, where 

after being delivered from Pharaoh, the people of Israel stand by the Red Sea 
and sing a song of praise for their deliverance. 

• The song in Exodus gloats over the downfall of Israel’s enemies, but the song in 
Revelation stays more closely focused on celebrating the justice and power of 
God.  

Pray: 
• Praise God for the seas you’ve been delivered through that threatened to 

overwhelm you. 

DAY 25 

Read Revelation 15:5-16:11 



So far we’ve seen 7 seals and 7 trumpets. Now there are 7 bowls. Again, these are not 
new events but a third way of capturing the same judgment of God on evil.  

Fast Facts: 
• The contents of the seven bowls parallel the plagues on Egypt in Exodus. 
• Babylon is a symbol of all, past or present, that opposes God’s rule. 
• Verse 9 suggests that the point of the plagues is not to cause empty suffering 

but to prompt people to repent. But they refuse to change course, no matter 
where it leads them. 

Reflect: 
• How well do you do at turning around quickly when you begin to realize you 

might be wrong? 

DAY 26 

Revelation 16:12-21 

Fast Facts: 
• Armaggeddon (16:16) was an ancient city that guarded an important pass in 

Israel. It is associated in the Old Testament with many big battles. In Revelation 
it’s a symbol of the last, desperate struggle of evil of against the overwhelming 
power of God.   

• Vs. 15 is written as a beatitude, like those in Matthew 5:3-11. 

Reflect: 
• How is the future you’re expecting as a Christian changing how you live right 

now? 

DAY 27 

Read Revelation 17:1-18 
  
Chapters 17 and 18 take a closer look at the seventh bowl of judgment. John follows 
the tradition of the Old Testament prophets in using pictures of prostitution to 
symbolize unfaithfulness to God. 

Fast Facts: 
• Babylon was capital of an ancient empire that destroyed the kingdom of Judah 

is 586 BC. Hundreds of years later in Revelation its name is used instead of 
“Rome” in part because John’s message was so politically dangerous.  

• The beast the woman is riding is the sea beast from 17:3. The seven heads of 
the beast probably represent major emperors from Augustus to Domitian. 

• Revelation describes the victory of God and the defeat of evil, but there’s little 
depiction of war. The saints in Revelation never fight, and while the Lamb wins, 
he also doesn’t initiate the war (see 17:14). 



Reflect: 
• Where do you find the culture around you most seductive? 

DAY 28 

Read Revelation 18:1-24 

Fast Fact: 
• The list of accusations against Rome/Babylon heavily emphasizes wealth and 

luxury. 
• The list of commodities in vs. 11-13 ends with the buying and selling of human 

lives. John is suggesting the Rome’s economic success is built on the 
exploitation of humans.  

• In the Roman Empire, roughly one-third of the population were slaves. 

Reflect:  
• What does it look like in our own time to “come out” of Babylon? 

DAY 29 

Read Revelation 19:1-10 

Fast Fact: 
• The only place in the Bible the word “Hallelujah” is used is for the destruction 

of Babylon. 
• Wedding feast imagery is used by both Old and New Testament to celebrate 

God’s victory. It symbolizes union and intimacy, joy and celebration, purity, and 
the beginning of a new life. 

Reflect: 
• What does it mean for us as Christians to prepare ourselves for the wedding? 

DAY 30 

Read Revelation 19:11-21 

Fast Fact:  
• The imagery of Rev. 19 is drawn from Isaiah 63:1-6. But while in Isaiah the 

blood staining the robes is the blood of God’s enemies, here the blood staining 
the Lamb’s robe appears to be his own. 

• The sword Christ carries is in his mouth. This is John’s way of saying that his 
only weapon is words of truth. In vs. 21 it is not physical violence but Jesus’ 
words of truthful judgment which deal the decisive blow against evil. 



Pray: 
• Spend time rejoicing in the assurance of Christ’s victory over evil and chaos. 

DAY 31 

Read Revelation 20:1-6 

At this point in the book, the beast from the sea (the empire), the beast from the 
land (false prophet) and the kings have all been defeated. The only enemy of God 
that remains is the dragon himself (Satan). This chapter describes his final defeat. 

Fast Facts: 
• The thousand-year period described by John seems to picture a temporary 

period between now and the full coming of God’s kingdom when Jesus will 
reign on earth and when evil will be constrained but not yet permanently 
wiped from the cosmos. 

• This description appears meant in part to provide incentive to be faithful to 
Christ, even in the face of death, as it suggests the martyrs will be resurrected 
first. 

Reflect: 
• What would you be willing to die for? 

DAY 32 

Read Revelation 20:7-15 

Fast Facts: 
• In the book of Ezekiel, Gog is the leader of the land of Magog, and his defeat 

demonstrates to the world that God is the one who rules. In Revelation these 
names are used to symbolize nations in rebellion against God. 

• There are two books pictured in judgment scenes. One book contains the 
register of people redeemed by Christ. The other contains the deeds of each 
person. Salvation is purely a matter of Christ’s grace. But deeds also require an 
accounting. 

Pray/Reflect: 
• Give thanks for the good news that your name is written in the Lamb’s book of 

life. Then reflect on whether you are living a life you are preferred to give an 
account for. 

DAY 33 

Read Revelation 21:1-8 



Fast Facts: 
• The sea in the ancient world was a symbol of chaos and death. This is why it is 

gone in the new creation. 
• In this passage the boundaries between heaven and earth disappear so that the 

two are now one and the same.  

Pray: 
• Invite God to put to rest whatever chaos is currently swirling around you. 

DAY 34 

Read Revelation 21:9-22:5 

Fast Facts: 
• The city is depicted as a cube because the Holy of Holies, the central room of 

the temple were God’s presence was said to dwell in the Old Testament, was 
cube-shaped. This is John’s way of saying that God now dwells among the 
people out in the world. 

• City gates were built for protection. They are open because there is no more 
threat. 

• Jewels are emphasized because in Exodus in the robes of the priest had jewels 
on them. All God’s people have now become in some sense priests and royalty. 

Reflect: 
• What does it mean to you to be called by God as priest? 

DAY 35 

Read Revelation 22:6-21 

Fast Facts:  
• The bride symbolizes the church.  
• Verses 18-19 are the equivalent of an ancient copyright.  

Pray: 
• Pray for Christ’s coming.  

I am particularly indebted for many of these insights regarding interpretation to Dr. 
Michael Gorman, whose excellent class at Duke Divinity opened the book to me in a 



new way, and to Mitchell G. Reddish and his excellent commentary on Revelation 
(Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2001). 


